
OBSERVATION  
Running Record 

Observer: Date: 10/30/2020 Time: 6 pm
Child's name, age, and grade: Michael, Age 10, Grade 5 Location: Grandmothers house	
Type of observation (Cognitive Development; Emotional/Social Development; Learning): 
Description of the Context
	Michael was observed to determine how he behaved in the midst of some of his family members and relatives at home. I watched Michael attempt to play with his cousins at his grandmother's house as they interact freely with those who had common interests and knowledge. I observed Michael playing with two of his younger cousins, who are also boys. Joshua  (age 8) and John (age 5) lived in New Jersey. It was interesting to see Michael socialize with other children since he's an only child and rarely is around other kids unless it's in school or on special occasions. I was not able to observe Michael play in a school setting since he was learning virtually. I watch Michael and his cousins play for 30 minutes. I choose to observe Michael because I've babysat him before, but I never observed his interactions with other children. I thought it would be interesting to watch him playing among children closer to his age group. This is also my first time observing a child with ADHD interacting with other kids.


Description of Child’s Activities/Actions	Comments
	-When arriving at Michael's grandmother's home, he played with his cars apart from the other two boys.
-When John took one of Michael's cars, he became irate.
-He raised his voice in anger and screamed at the child to give his car back. 
-John then threw the car towards Michael and ran to his brother.
-Michael told the boys to leave him alone.
-His grandmother tries to calm Michael down by telling him it's ok, John is still a baby, and it's ok to share. 
- Michael told his grandmother he doesn't like it when anyone else touches his stuff, especially his car.
-Michael then picked his cars up and went to another corner in the room. 
-Joshua then took his cars over to Michael and asked if he wanted to play with them that they are new and worked with a remote.
-Michael was willing to play with Joshua's car but wasn't interested in playing with Joshua.
-Michael became fascinated with Joshua's car. He seemed to forget about his own and didn't even notice when Joshua started playing with his cars.
-Before I left, Michael asked his grandmother if she can buy a car as Joshua had for Christmas.
	The cognitive development disorder is manifested in an individual through impulsive behaviors such as shouting when disagreeing with someone and becoming temperament. Michael interrupted his cousins whenever they were touching his toys. He was interested in playing with their toys but not them. I think Michael seemed felt strange around his cousins since he barely sees them. Joshua and John seemed very comfortable playing together and weren't shy to attempt to play with Michael. I think John was very mature to offer Michael his car even though he wanted to play alone.



Inferences
	Vygotsky's theories accentuate the fundamental role of social interaction in cognition development (Vygotsky,1978). He believed strongly that the community plays a central role in the process of "making meaning." If Michael could socialize more with his cousins in the past, I think he might have been more open to associating with them than playing alone in the corner. When playing, he isn't confident enough to make the first move in initiating play with his cousins. He mostly communicated with his grandmother since she's a familiar person to him. According to Module 6, text 2, Vygotsky elaborates on the acquisition of speech and its importance to a growing child. Michael displayed this behavior when he didn't want John playing with his car. He also expressed his anger by telling the boy to leave him alone.   According to Vygotsky, the adult plays a significant role in a child's cognitive development, especially a child with a disability. Michael hasn't been in much socially dynamic environment other than school.  Since his cousins live in New Jersey, he doesn't associate with them as much. Michael only became interested in playing when Joshua introduced him to a new car. He was so intrigued by it he didn't even realize Joshua was playing his vehicles.
Moreover, in module 6, text 6,  Vygotsky examines the significance of cultural and social context for learning. Cognitive development arises from social communications from guided learning within the proximal growing zone as kids and their peer's co-construct knowledge. I feel that Michael was affected significantly due to covid-19. He lacks the individualized attention he needs to help him develop his cognitive and social skills. Michael also lacks a lot of attention at home. He spends most of the time with people who are just babysitting than actually paying attention to his behavior. He's in significant need of guidance to help him learn to socialize.
Furthermore, in Module 5, text 1, Michael is in stage four of Erickson's psychosocial crisis, which is where the teacher or parent begins to play an essential role in the child's life as they teach the child-specific skills. According to my observation, Michael is considered to be inferior. He isn't encouraged to talk, learn, socialize, or be involved in any activity type. 





